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Anthropology Exercise - making an ethnography
Anthropology is the study of humankind.  An ethnography is a specific study of the 
characteristics of a particular culture based on evidence.  Sometimes this evidence is 
archaeological or “lef behind” (e.g. bones, arrow heads).  Sometimes the evidence comes 
from living sources -- people who still practice the ways of their ancestors.  “People of the 
Seal” provides evidence from the recently remaining traditional Inuit culture of Pelly Bay. Use 
these notes to record your observations about clothing, housing, hunting, eating, 
environment, relationships, tools, etc.  Use note form and simple diagrams.  The result of 
your work on the Inuit (using the video evidence) could be called an ethnography -- a 
particular kind of “write-up” on culture.

Locate Pelly Bay on the map below

Main Idea Details (notes/diagrams)
summer (June) 
...cycle of the 
seasons



Main Idea Details
spring seal 
hunt

birds & eggs

building a 
kayak

spearfishing 
char

finishing the 
kayak

weirfishing char

hunting caribou



Main Idea Details
journey back to 
sea for winter

building a 
sledge

igloos on the 
Sea Ice

Home life

winter seal 
hunt

communal 
igloo

indoor 
activities

dividing a seal



Main Idea Details
games 

storytelling & 
end of winter

Other 
evidence or 
characteristics 
you think are 
important

(check p. 188-
192 in 
Crossroads)


